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What’s
happening in 
and around 
Postville.......
Library hour
changes due to 
holidays
The Postville Public 
Library will close at noon 
on Wednesday, December 
24 and be closed all day 
Thursday, December 25 in 
observance of the Christ-
mas holiday. The following 
week, in observance of the 
New Year’s Holiday, the 
library will close at noon 
on Wednesday, December 
31 and be closed all day on 
Thursday, January 1.
Services listed for 
displaced workers
Week of December 8
Monday, 9-4 Rental as-
sistance applications and 
utilities at Turner Hall; 
Monday, 9-3 DHS Food 
Assistance at Upper Ex-
plorerland
Wednesday, December 
10: Free Clinic at St. Bridg-
et 9-11 a.m. Must pre-reg-
ister either at Turner Hall 
or Church; 9-3 DHS food 
assistance Upper Explorer-
land; 9-5 Rental assistance 
applications and utilities as-
sistance at Turner Hall; 2-5 
Food Pantry; 9-5 Legal aid 
at Turner Hall
Thursday, 9-5 Rental 
assistance and utilities as-
sistance at Turner Hall
Winter reminders
Residents and busi-
nesses of Postville need 
to keep sidewalks clear of 
accumulation of snow and 
ice;  No parking on public 
streets or alleys from 2 a.m. 
to 6 a.m. from November 1 
to April 1and Snowmobil-
ers must stay on designated 
routes and show courtesy to 
property owners.  Stay off 
personal property.
 
“Hometown of Hope”
campaign kick-off
 coming next week
We can all help. Watch the
 Herald-Leader for details
Dustan Berns of Ur-
bandale was one of 20 Des 
Moines area residents who 
was honored this fall with a 
Crime Fighter Award, a Des 
Moines Police Program that 
recognizes ordinary people 
for extraordinary contribu-
tions.
He received the award for 
his quick action and that of 
his friend.
A crack cocaine addict in 
desperate need of cash for a 
fix had his robbery foiled by 
Berns and Jason Butler of 
Carlisle at a fast-food restau-
rant on Southeast 14th Street 
in Des Moines in April. 
The men were eating 
when they saw a man break 
out a window at a nearby gas 
station and start to fill a plas-
tic bag with cigarette cartons.
 Monona
 563-539-2061
 Check 
 www.BIRDNOW.com
 or call  Toll Free 
 1.888.BIRDNOW
 (247-3669) for inventory & 
 more information or 
 stop by our Dealership! 
 You’ve got to get to our 
 place, you’ll like the
 way we treat you!
 We’ll 
 Find it 
 For You!
 Part of the BIRDNOW DEALERSHIPS
 in Monona, Fayette, Cascade, Jesup, 
 Oelwein & Independence. 
 Buick, Pontiac, Cadillac, Ford, Lincoln & 
 Mercury available at our Oelwein location.
 Tell us what you’re 
 looking for and 
 we’ll likely have it 
 at one of our other 
 locations.
Bankruptcy trustee Joseph Sarachek, conducted a meeting 
at the Fine Arts and Civic Center here last Wednesday evening 
for displaced workers at Agriprocessors, Inc. Sarachek told the 
more than 100 people present that the Rubashkin family was 
no longer in charge of the plant and that all decisions rested in 
the hands of the bankruptcy court.
He said that limited financing had been approved by the 
bankruptcy court and permission had been granted to slaughter 
chickens. He said the approval was granted through December 
12, with a two month extension likely. He commented that if 
the extension is granted, they should be able to process the 
more than 700,000 chickens that are listed as part of the com-
pany’s assets.
He further announced that he has been talking to poten-
tial buyers and it is his feeling that the Kosher meat market is 
strong and the Postville plant is very marketable. He added that 
the wastewater treatment facility will also be a strong selling 
point.
He explained to the disgruntled workers present that pro-
duction began on Wednesday and those workers who had been 
called back  would receive back pay over the next four weeks.
When asked how the rest of the employees were going 
to get their back pay, he said they would have to file a claim 
through the bankruptcy court. He said, “This is not the fault of 
the bankruptcy court. There are no extra funds for back pay.”
The back pay, he explained, could take a year or better to 
reach those employees not working.
He went on to say, “There are also no funds for processing 
beef at this time.”
Those who had been employed at the Postville plant, some 
for as long as 18 years and others for only a few months, were 
extremely upset by Trustee Sarachek’s comments.
They shouted concerns and questions that, for the most 
part, Sarachek could not answer although he repeatedly said, 
“I am not the bad guy here.”
Among the questions asked were, “How come only those 
people called back to work are getting back pay? How did you 
decide which employees would be chosen to work?”
Sarachek’s reply, “ I really cannot answer that.”
Another question asked: “What is going to happen to those 
of us who have had child support payments and insurance pre-
miums taken from our paychecks and now we find out they 
have not been paid. Are we going to be held in contempt of 
court? How are our medical bills going to be paid?”
Sarachek’s answer: “I really cannot answer that question.”
Sara Peck, who was extremely upset about the fact that 
neither she nor her husband had been called back to work and 
would not receive any back pay asked many pointed questions, 
including: “If the Rubashkins are no longer in charge, why is 
Heshy (Rubashkin) still there and calling the shots? It just isn’t 
right.”
Reply: “I really cannot answer; I don’t know the answer.”
Maryn Olson, who is the coordinator of the Postville Re-
sponse Coalition that was formed two weeks ago, said that the 
people at the meeting were simply showing their frustration 
and anxiety. She addressed the trustee by saying, “These are 
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Media quiz
Members of the press question Iowa Lt. Governor Patty Judge following her address and question and answer session 
with displaced workers from Agriprocessors, Inc, community leaders, clergy and others who have been affected by the 
filing of bankruptcy by Agriprocessors, Inc.. In this photo she is asked a question by Dave Franzman (hidden) of KCRG 
TV 9 in Cedar Rapids. Directly to Judge’s left is a representative of the AP (Associated Press).
The pair chased the man, 
who eventually ducked into 
a car and escaped. Butler and 
Berns caught the license plate 
number, called the police 
and detectives later nabbed 
the suspect, who admitted to 
the burglary to feed his drug 
habit.
(Editor’s note: Dustan, 
37, is a graduate of MFL 
MarMac High School and 
UNI. The son of Don and Lin-
da Muchow of Luana, Dustan 
attended elementary school in 
Postville.  He is the grandson 
of Harold Meyer of Postville.
An employee of Wells 
Fargo, Berns also owns a car 
wash and a custard shop in 
the Des Moines area. He and 
his wife, Julie have a son, 
Jack who just turned one. 
They are expecting their sec-
ond child.)
Former resident receives 
Crime Fighter Award after 
helping to nab crack addict 
who robbed gas station
We needed help sooner
Father L. Paul Ouderkirk tells the Lt. Governor the community of Postville has needed help and government inter-
vention for several months.   A group of nearly 200 attended the meeting at Turner hall last Thursday. 
Chamber of Commerce fills holiday treat bags
The Postville Chamber of Commerce fills holiday treat bags for local children whose families may have been affected 
by the closing and filing of bankruptcy at Agriprocessors, Inc. Several hundred bags were distributed to children through 
the local food bank and other agencies. Pictured here filling the bags are Lisa Bacon, Stan Straate, Gene Sanderman, 
Kathy Gunderson, Dave Hjortland, and Kim Deering and many others who not visible.
Harkin staff here today
On Wednesday, December 10 Senator Tom Harkin’s 
Iowa staff will travel to Postville.  There will be a brief pre-
sentation at 1:30 at Turner Hall.  Then the Aids will divide 
into work areas to work with people facing specific issues 
such as immigration, housing, utilities, agriculture, insur-
ance, etc.  
In January the Washington DC staff will come, giving us 
an opportunity to discuss important legislative issues stem-
ming from the many problems Postville is facing.
There is still time to submit your letters to Santa, holiday 
recipes, family traditions and photos for our Greeting Section. 
Send them by December 15 to Box 100, Postville, IA or email 
to phlnews@neitel.net or call 563-864-3333.
Booster Club gift ideas are fun for the Pirate fan on your 
list. See page nine for some great hints!
Holiday ideas still needed
M a y o r 
Robert Pen-
rod listens as 
Lt. Gov. Patty 
Judge answers 
questions here 
last week. De-
tails below
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 ‘06 Dodge 2500 Quad Cab 4x4 SLT  -5.9 diesel, auto, full power, 32,000 mi . . . . $26,975
 ‘06 Dodge 1500 Standard Cab 4x4 SLT  -5.7 hemi, auto, full power, CD .  . . . . . . $14,975
 ‘06 Dodge 1500 Quad Cab 4x4 SLT Big Horn  -20” wheels, full power, CD  $16,975
 ‘05 Dodge 1500 Quad Cab 4x4 SLT  - full power, CD, 22,000 miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $16,975
 ‘05 Dodge Dakota Quad Cab 4x4 SLT  - 4.7 V8, PW, PL,  choose from 2 . . . . . . . $14,975
 ‘04 Dodge 1500 Standard Cab 4x4 SLT  - power windows & locks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10,975
 ‘04 Dodge 1500 Quad Cab 4x4 SLT  - power windows & locks, CD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9,975
 ‘04 Dodge 2500 Quad Cab 4 dr. 4x4 ST  - 5.7 Hemi, air, tube steps, 46k miles  $14,975
 ‘03 Dodge 2500 Quad Cab 4x4 SLT  - long box, diesel auto, full power, CD . . . . . $17,975
 ‘01 Dodge Dakota Quad Cab 4x4 SLT  - 4.7 V8, full power, leather, CD .  . . . . . . . . . $7,975
 ‘01 Ford Ranger Ext. Cab 4x4 XLT  - power windows & locks, CD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7,975
 ‘98 Chevy 1500 Ext. 4x4  - V8, automatic, tilt, cruise, air . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,975
 ‘97 Dodge Dakota Club Cab 4x4  - automatic, power windows & locks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,575
 ‘97 Chevy 2500 Ext. Cab 4x4 Silverado  - diesel auto, power windows & locks . . . . $5,975
 ‘94 Ford Ranger Ext. Cab 4x4 XLT  - V6, automatic, power windows & locks . . . . . . . . . $3,575
 ‘93 Chevy 3500 Ext. Cab Dually 4x4  - 454 5 spd., power windows & locks . . . . . . . . . . . $4,975
 TRUCKS THAT CAN HANDLE ANY CHORE
 ‘08 Dodge Caliber SXT  - 4 door, 4 cyl., auto, power windows/locks, only 7,000 mi .  .  . $13,975
 ‘08 Dodge Caliber SXT  - 4 door, 4 cyl., auto, power windows/locks,  choose from 2 .  . $13,575
 ‘08 Dodge Avenger SXT  - 4 door, 4 cyl., full power, 17,000 miles,  choose from 2 . . . . . $14,575
 ‘08 Dodge Avenger SXT  - 4 door, V6, automatic, full power, CD, cast wheels . . . . . . . . . . $14,575
 ‘07 Chrysler Sebring Touring  - 4 door, full power, CD, only 18,000 miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $13,575
 ‘07 Chrysler Sebring Touring  - 4 door, V6, automatic, power windows & locks, CD .  $13,975
 ‘07 Chrysler PT Cruiser  - power windows & locks, CD, 19,000 miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $11,575
 ‘07 Chrysler 300 Touring  - 4 dr., 3.5 V6, full pow., heated leather, 16,000 miles . . . . . . . . . . $17,575
 ‘07 Dodge Caliber R/T  -  All Wheel Drive , power windows & locks, cast wheels, CD . . $14,975
 ‘04 Chrysler Sebring LX  - 4 dr., power windows & locks, CD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7,975
 ‘04 Chevy Malibu  - 4 door, 4 cyl. automatic, full power, CD, rear spoiler, 50,000 miles . . . $8,975
 ‘03 Dodge Intrepid SE  - 4 dr., V6, power windows, locks & seat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,975
 ‘00 Dodge Stratus  - 4 dr., 2.4 4 cyl., power windows & locks, great gas mileage . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,575
 ‘03 Chevy Monte Carlo SS  - 2 dr., V6, auto, full power, sunroof, leather . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9,575
 ‘02 Ford Crown Victoria  - 4 dr., 4.6 V8, power windows, locks & seat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,975
 ‘02 Buick LeSabre Custom  - 4 dr., V6, full power, CD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $8,975
 ‘02 Chrysler 300 M  - full power, loaded, heated leather seats, 66,000 miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9,575
 ‘01 Chrysler PT Cruiser Limited  - full power, sunroof, only 64,000 miles . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,975
 ‘01 Dodge Intrepid SE  - 4 dr., power windows & locks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,975
 ‘00 Dodge Intrepid  - 4 dr., V6, power windows, locks & seat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,575
 ‘00 Buick Century Custom  - 4 dr., V6, full power, cassette/CD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,975
 ‘99 Cadillac Deville  - 4 dr., loaded, full power, leather, only 87,000 miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,975
 CARS READY TO TAKE ON THE ROAD
 ‘08 Dodge Durango 4x4 SLT - full power, rear air, CD, sunroof . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $17,975
 ‘07 Dodge Nitro SXT 4x4 - 4 door, V6, auto, power windows/locks, CD, only 12k . . . . $15,975
 ‘07 Dodge Durango SLT 4x4 - full power, CD, rear air, 21k miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $15,975
 ‘06 Jeep Grand Cherokee Laredo 4x4 - full power, CD, 25,000 miles . . . . . . . . . . . . $14,975
 ‘06 Jeep Liberty Sport 4x4 - V6, power windows & locks, CD, 27,000 miles . . . . . . . . . $13,575
 ‘06 Dodge Durango SLT 4x4 - rear air, 6 disc CD, rear DVD, 38,000 miles . . . . . . . . . $14,575
 ‘05 Jeep Grand Cherokee Laredo 4x4 - full power, CD, only 42,000 miles . . . . . . . $13,575
 ‘05 Chrysler Pacifica Touring All Wheel Drive -full power, leather . . . . . . . . . . . $13,975
 ‘04 Chrysler Pacifica Touring All Wheel Drive - full power, leather . . . . . . . . . . . $10,975
 ‘02 Dodge Durango SLT 4x4 - full power, rear heat & air, CD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7,575
 ‘02 Chevy Trailblazer LT 4x4 - full power, sunroof, leather . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,975
 ‘99 Chevy Tahoe LT 4x4 - 5 passenger, full power, leather, CD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,575
 ‘97 Chevy Blazer LT 4x4 - 4 door, leather, power windows, locks & seat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,975
 SUV’S THAT CAN TAKE ON ANY ROAD CONDITIONS
 ‘08 Chrysler Town & Country Touring -  Stow-N-Go,  power doors & hatch, CD . . . . . . .  $18,575
 ‘07 Chrysler Town & Country LX -  Stow-N-Go,  rear heat & air, CD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $12,975
 ‘07 Dodge Grand Caravan SXT -  Stow-N-Go,  full power, power doors, CD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $14,975
 ‘07 Dodge Grand Caravan SXT -  Stow-N-Go,  full power, power doors, CD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $15,575
 ‘06 Dodge Grand Caravan SXT -  Stow-N-Go,  full power, power doors, rear heat/air . . . . . . . .  $12,575
 ‘06 Dodge Grand Caravan SXT -  Stow-N-Go,  power doors, CD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $9,975
 ‘07 Saturn Relay-2 - quad seats, rear heat & air, full power, DVD, only 25,000 miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $13,975
 ‘06 Dodge Grand Caravan SXT -  Stow-N-Go,  power doors, CD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $13,575
 ‘06 Chrysler Town & Country Touring -  Stow-N-Go,  heated leather, 21k miles . . . . . . . . .  $15,975
 ‘06 Chrysler Town & Country Touring -  Stow-N-Go,  power doors & hatch, CD . . . . . . .  $12,975
 ‘06 Pontiac Montana SV6 - full power, rear heat & air, quad seats, CD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $12,575
 ‘05 Chrysler Town & Country Touring -  Stow-N-Go,  power doors & hatch, CD . . . . . . .  $12,575
 ‘05 Chrysler Town & Country Touring -  Stow-N-Go,  power doors & hatch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $7,975
 ‘05 Dodge Grand Caravan SXT -  Stow-N-Go,  power doors, 50,000 miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $11,575
 ‘05 Dodge Grand Caravan SXT -  Stow-N-Go,  power doors, rear air, full power . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $9,575
 ‘04 Dodge Grand Caravan SXT - rear DVD, leather, rear heat & air, loaded . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $11,575
 ‘04 Chrysler Town & Country Touring - quad seats, rear heat/air, power doors/hatch  . $11,575
 ‘03 Honda Odyssey EX-L - full power, rear heat & air, leather . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $10,975
 ‘03 Dodge Caravan SE - V6, power windows &  locks, CD, keyless entry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $7,575
 ‘02 Dodge Grand Caravan Sport - power windows & locks, rear heat & air . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $5,975
 ‘02 Dodge Grand Caravan Sport - quad seats, rear heat & air, 6 disc CD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $6,975
 ‘02 Chrysler Town & Country LXi - full power, quad seats, rear heat & air . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $5,575
 ‘02 Pontiac Montana Thunder  - quad seats, rear heat &  air, leather . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $5,575
 ‘01 Pontiac Montana - V6, power windows & locks, right side power door, CD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $4,975
 ‘00 Dodge Caravan - 7 passenger, V6 automatic, power windows & locks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $4,575
 ‘00 Plymouth Grand Voyager SE - power windows &  locks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $4,975
 ‘99 Dodge Grand Caravan SE - rear heat & air, power windows & locks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $3,975
 ‘99 Plymouth Grand Voyager EX - quad seats, rear heat & air . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $3,975
 ‘98 Chevy Venture - 7 passenger, power windows & locks, only 87,000 miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $4,475
 MINIVANS READY FOR HOLIDAY TRAVEL
 TORKELSON’S If you  don’t see the 
 vehicle you’re 
 looking for...
 we’ll find it on 
 our Vehicle 
 Locator 
 Service!
 Expert 
 Certified 
 Chrysler 
 Brand 
 Technicians ELGIN
 1-800-779-0035
 563-426-5505
 “Proudly serving the Area
 for 82 years.”
 WAUKON
 1-800-779-0092
 563-568-4587
 This Offer Ends Jan. 1   * Prices include all rebates to dealer.
 09 Dodge 
 Challenger RT
 Hemi, sunroof, 
 Brand New Muscle Car!!
 MSRP  $31,495
 Sale Price*  $29,995
 ATTENTION
 Wal-Mart Employees & 
 AARP members qualify 
 for an additional discount 
 off these already 
 low prices.
 See dealer for details.
 09 Dodge Ram 
 1500 SLT
 Quad cab, 4x4, flex fuel, 
 all new for ‘09!
 MSRP  $33,570
 Sale Price*  $26,810
 08 Dodge Ram 
 2500 SLT
 Quad cab, 4x4, 
 Cummins diesel
 MSRP  $45,025
 Sale Price*  $31,314
 SAVE $13,711
 08 Dodge Dakota 
 Quad Cab
 4x4, TRX Package
 MSRP  $31,495
 Sale Price*  $22,829
 SAV
E
 $8,666
 09 Dodge 
 Caliber SXT
 4 door, front wheel drive, 
 great gas mileage!
 MSRP  $18,830
 Sale Price*  $16,991
 09 Chrysler 300 
 Touring
 Full-size luxury, heated 
 leather seats, nav radio
 MSRP  $32,465
 Sale Price*  $28,613
 09 Dodge 
 Grand Caravan SE
 Stow-n-Go, flex fuel, 
 rear heat & air, 7 passenger
 MSRP  $25,520
 Sale Price*  $22,895
 09 Jeep ®
 Liberty Sport
 4x4, 3.7 V6, 
 Great midsize SUV
 MSRP  $25,615
 Sale Price*  $22,866
 09 Chrysler 
 Sebring LX
 Great midsize sedan, 
 EPA 30 MPG Hwy.
 MSRP  $21,255
 Sale Price*  $19,242
 09 Dodge 
 Charger SXT
 Full-size 4 door
 with a muscle car look!
 MSRP  $26,435
 Sale Price*  $22,963
 09 Dodge 
 Avenger SXT
 4 door, power seat, cast 
 wheels, 30 mpg hwy.
 MSRP  $22,240
 Sale Price*  $19,688
 09 Jeep ® 
 Patriot Sport
 4x4, great for 
 winter driving
 MSRP  $23,760
 Sale Price*  $21,543
 09 Dodge
 Journey SXT
 7 Passenger, Sunroof
 All Wheel Drive
 MSRP  $27,545
 Sale Price*  $22,830
 09 Dodge 
 Journey SE
 Front Wheel Drive, 
 EPA 25 MPG Hwy.
 MSRP  $22,145
 Sale Price*  $19,683
 09 Dodge Ram 
 1500 SLT
 Crew cab, 4x4, hemi, 
 all new for ‘09!
 MSRP  $37,160
 Sale Price*  $28,924
 First Ever  Dodge Full Size  Crew Cab!
 Sale price includes $2,500 Rebate to current Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep ®
 or competitive made full-size pickup truck owners.
 08 Dodge Ram 
 2500 SLT
 Quad cab, 4x4, 
 Cummins diesel
 MSRP  $46,925
 Sale Price*  $32,986
 SAVE
 $13,93
9
the workers who stayed. They 
are hungry and scared. They 
want to work. They want to 
hope; they want to trust. You 
Agriprocessors
CONT. FROM  PAGE 1
(the bankruptcy court) need to 
level with us. Can you please 
explain to us how manage-
ment decided who would get 
a chance to work and who 
would not?”
When pressured he said, 
“The management team made 
the worker recommendations 
and I approved them.”
He concluded by say-
ing, “We cannot manufacture 
money. This is the fault of the 
company. We were advanced 
four million dollars for a bare 
bones operation. The objec-
tive is to sell the plant before 
the livestock is depleted. As I 
have said before, businesses 
sell better when open.”
When pressured by those 
in attendance, Sarachek and 
the appointed managers ad-
mitted to making thousands of 
dollars a day while oversee-
ing the day to day operation 
and trying to sell the plant.
Lt. Governor Patty 
Judge visits
 Postville
Lt. Governor Patty Judge 
held a public meeting at Turn-
er Hall in Postville on Thurs-
day afternoon. The basement 
of the Hall was packed with 
news media, local citizens 
and hundreds of displaced 
workers.
Judge announced the 
distribution of the $698,000 
grant to help those out of 
work with such necessities 
as rent, mortgage payments, 
and utilities. David Boss of 
Northeast Iowa Community 
Action, who will administer 
the grant, said there will be a 
$3,000 cap per household.
She also announced the 
assignment of three Ame-
riCorps VISTA members to 
work with Postville residents 
beginning this week.
Along with Judge many 
other local politicians were 
present including: State 
Senator Brian Schoenjohn, 
State Senate District 12; John 
Beard, State Representative; 
Mary Jo Wilhelm, State Sena-
tor -Elect from Cresco; Mary 
Day from Senator Charles 
Grassley’s ofﬁ ce; Roger 
Thomas, State Representa-
tive from Elkader and Pete 
DeCook, from Representa-
tive Bruce Braley’s ofﬁ ce.
Prior to opening up the 
meeting to questions from 
the ﬂ oor, Judge said, “The 
governor and I are aware of 
the efforts the community of 
Postville has made to sup-
port the workers who have 
lost their jobs. We understand 
your frustration. We need to 
get the plant going again so 
that money will once again 
ﬂ ow through the community. 
An event of this magnitude 
trickles down to everyone 
who lives and works here.”
Judge said that the court is 
expected to oversee the bank-
ruptcy trustee and that she 
and the governor are working 
to get the bankruptcy moved 
to a court in Iowa from New 
York.
Community members 
were pleased that Judge and 
other government represen-
tatives made the trip to Post-
ville, but asked why they had 
not come sooner. Rev. L. Paul 
Ouderkirk, retired pastor at 
St. Bridget Catholic Church 
said, “They needed to be 
here sooner to see how these 
people have been hurting for 
months since the raid.”
“Their appearance would 
have drawn quicker attention 
to our  plight if she would 
have come sooner,” added 
Pastor Steve Brackett of St. 
Paul Lutheran Church.
When the meeting was 
opened up to questions, many 
of the same questions were 
asked of Judge that had been 
asked the night before to 
Bankruptcy Trustee Joe Sara-
chek.
Ginger Warthen, who was 
to begin chemotherpy last 
week in Rochester,  and was 
denied treatment as the Mayo 
Clinic said her insurance pre-
miums were not paid. She 
said, “They had put the port 
in, but would not give me the 
chemo when our insurance 
was refused. It is hard enough 
having a terminal illness, as 
they give me six months to 
live, but this was just more 
than I should have to take.”
Others who reported un-
paid medical bills were Bud 
and Melody Brink and Chuck 
Larson, who were all truck 
drivers employed by the 
plant.
Representative Roger 
Thomas, an Iowa Represen-
tative from Elkader spoke to 
the issue by saying, “We need 
to do something in state gov-
ernment  to make sure this 
doesn’t happen. Premiums 
need to go where they are di-
rected. These people assumed 
their deductions were going 
into the right fund and that 
was not the case.”
City Council person 
and local veterinarian Larry 
Moore said, “We must not re-
ward bad behavior. We need 
to see that cattle and poultry 
producers are paid. That is 
the law. The laws are in place. 
They should be enforced.”
Services for displaced 
workers continued to be of-
fered at Turner Hall and Up-
per Explorerland Regional 
Planning Commission. See 
today’s sidebar on page one 
for details.
Bankruptcy Trustee Joseph Sarachek addresses dis-
placed workers from Agriprocessors last week.
Senior youth from St Paul Lutheran Church 
sing seasonal songs at East Park, Good Sam
The senior youth group at St Paul Lutheran Church, along with their leaders, visited 
East Park Terrace and the Postville Good Samaritan Center last week to entertain the 
residents with “sounds of the season.” In the bottom photo Raymond Doerring, who is a 
resident at the Good Samaritan Center so enjoyed the music that he made the entire tour 
of rooms with the teenagers. Pictured directly across from Doerring is Jason Mueller.
If you do any shopping at Quillin’s Food Ranch in Waukon, they participate in a program 
for schools called the Quillin’s Share Program. The After School Program is collecting receipts 
from Quillin’s Food Ranch. Quillin’s will donate a portion of the receipt total to the After 
School Program. Receipts are being collected at the YMCA, Elementary building or Postville 
High School.
Quillin’s Share Program will beneﬁ t Postville 
Donations welcome for those affected by 
the closing of Agriprocessors, Inc. 
Anyone who wishes to help those people who no longer have an income due to the clos-
ing of Agriprocessors, Inc. may donate in one or all of the following ways:
•St. Bridget’s Hispanic Ministry, P. O. Box 139, Postville, Iowa, 52162. This money is 
supporting about thirty families who were directly affected by the raid. The funds are also 
caring for the witnesses who have returned to the community to potentially testify in court 
cases. Those people being supported through the Hispanic Ministry will, more than likely, 
not be eligible for any of the grant money, so their need is great.
•Agri Workers Relief Fund. This account is held at Citizens State Bank in Postville. 
However, people wanting a tax receipt or acknowledgement, should send their donations to 
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 116 East Military Road, Postville, Iowa 52162.
•The Postville Food Pantry. The food pantry is always in need of donations. People are 
encouraged to call ahead if they want to donate food to arrange a drop-off time and date. 
Financial contributions can be used to purchase perishable items or buy food in bulk for a 
discounted price from the area food bank.
Coalition coordinator Maryn Olson has also noted that currently all clothing needs have 
been met and storage is limited. Anyone having clothing is asked to wait until speciﬁ c needs 
are announced or check with your church or school to see if they need clothing. If anyone 
knows of a family or families in  need of clothing, please contact Maryn at Turner Hall.
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